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Manuel S. Villagomez, 87

Manuel S. Villagomez, one of the CNMI’s pioneer entrepreneurs, passed away early
Friday morning at his home in Fina Sisu with his family by his side. He was 87.
Villagomez, fondly called Ta Ne’ Kiyu,” is a major co-sponsor of the Joeten-Kiyu Public
Library in Susupe. He founded various business ventures under the MSV flagship of

companies, after growing up during the Japanese occupation of the Northern Marianas



and through World War II. One of his 12 children, Patricia Cepeda, said yesterday that
they have always been a close-knit family who find joy in being always there for each
other and for having regular Sunday lunches together at her father’s house.

“We will miss spending our time with him. He’s always mentoring us to be good,”

Cepeda told Saipan Tribune.

Cepeda said her father passed away at 5:50am on Friday at his house, with family
members surrounding him. “He had been sick for two weeks, and we’ve been spending a
lot of time with him. So when he passed away, the family was there,” she said in a

phone interview.

Family members were gathered at the patriarch’s house yesterday. Cepeda is the
second to the eldest of 12 children—six men and six women. She said her father has 40
grandchildren and some 43 great grandchildren. Gov. Benigno R. Fitial and Lt. Gov.
Eloy S. Inos issued a statement yesterday on the passing of Villagomez, whom they
described as a “pioneering entrepreneur” who founded various business ventures under
the MSV flagship of companies. “Lt. Gov. Inos and I extend our condolences to the
children and the entire family of the late Manuel Villagomez, fondly known as Ta Ne’

Kiyu,” Fitial said.

Villagomez was born on Jan. 24, 1924, grew up during the Japanese occupation, and
witnessed the Battle of Saipan between American troops and Japanese soldiers.

Inos, for his part, said Villagomez “soon became a pioneering entrepreneur for the local
community through the various business ventures under the MSV flagship of
companies.” He said “the esteemed gentleman and avid baseball fan was also a major
co-sponsor to the lone public library, properly named the Joeten Kiyu Public Library.”
Fitial said just a couple of days before Villagomez’s passing, he paid a visit to “this fine
patriarch at his home. “I fondly recalled his love of baseball and his passion for the San
Francisco Giants. It is truly no coincidence that this honorable man bid farewell during
the opening day games of Major League Baseball. Manuel Kiyu’s passing is a deep loss

for our Commonwealth. He will be sorely missed,” the governor said in a statement.



